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HOME BUSINESS/OFFICE AFFIDAVIT 
 
ADDRESS:  
     
BUSINESS OWNER'S NAME:  
     
PHONE:   EMAIL:  
 
□ Please check the box if you are renting/leasing at the above address.  (See back of form)  
 
A home business or office is any commercial activity conducted within a dwelling unit by the residents 
thereof as an accessory use to the residential use of the dwelling unit, provided that no sale of merchandise, 
whether retail or wholesale, takes place on the premises, except as expressly provided below. 
 
The term "home business" shall include but is not limited to, the studio of an artist, musician, photographer 
or writer; small group or individual instruction or tutoring; tailoring; millinery; crafts; word processing; 
computer software development; telephone solicitation; a manicurist; an office of a sales or manufacturer 
representative; and an office of a physician, dentist, lawyer, architect, registered engineer, accountant, 
psychologist, social worker or other professionals. 
 
The term "home business" shall not include the following: a clothing rental business; a barber shop; a 
hairdresser; a restaurant; a repair shop, whether for small appliances or otherwise; a real estate broker; an 
orchestra or an instrumental music group; an antique shop; an animal hospital; or businesses similar to those 
enumerated. 
 
A single home business per dwelling unit shall be permitted as an accessory use so long as such home 
business does not violate any of the following conditions: 
 
1. The home business shall be clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling as a residence, 

shall be located within the dwelling unit, and shall not change the residential character thereof; 
 
2. Irrespective of the location of the home business within the dwelling unit, the total area of the dwelling 

unit utilized for the home business shall not exceed thirty percent (30%) of the ground floor area of the 
dwelling unit or thirty percent (30%) of the gross floor area of an individual apartment if the dwelling 
unit is located in a multi family dwelling; 

 
3. Not more than one (1) nonresident shall be employed in a secretarial or like position in a home business, 

except that a physician or dentist may employ one (1) technician in a capacity supportive of the practice 
of the resident professional in addition to one (1) secretary; Not more than three (3) customers, pupils or 
patients for business or instruction shall be present at any one time; 

 
(OVER) 
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4. There shall be no on-premise storage of merchandise for sale in any instance where the home business is 
primarily a direct mail-order or telephone-order business, except in instances where the merchandise for 
sale is produced entirely on the premises; 

 
5. There shall be no exterior display or exterior storage of merchandise, and no exterior indication of the 

home business other than one (1) non-illuminated identification sign not to exceed one (1) square feet in 
area; 

 
6. There shall be no retail or wholesale sale of merchandise on the premises; 
 
7. The home business shall not produce noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors, electrical interference or 

traffic congestion beyond that which normally occurs in the immediate residential area, nor shall the 
home business result in the repeated disruption of the peace, tranquility, or safety of the immediate 
residential neighborhood; 

 
8. In addition to the parking required for the residential use of a dwelling unit, off street parking shall be 

provided as follows: one (1) parking stall for each two hundred (200) square feet, or fraction thereof, of 
floor area used for the home business.  If more than one (1) parking stall is required for the home 
business, the total number of parking stalls required shall be reduced by one (1) stall; 

 
9. In any single family dwelling which has an authorized accessory apartment there shall be no more than 

one (1) home business, which shall be located in the principal dwelling unit. 
 
Describe the intended business or office use:  
  
  
  
  
 
I hereby certify that my Home Business or Office described above does and will conform to the 
above regulations. 
 
   
SIGNATURE OF BUSINESS OWNER   DATE
 
I hereby certify that as the homeowner I have been informed of the Home Business or Office as 
described above.  
  
   
SIGNATURE OF HOME OWNER   DATE
 
   
ISD OFFICIAL   DATE
 
 
 
 
 
 
(City of Newton Revised Ordinance 1984, Section 30-8(c) as amended, Revised 10/30/96, HAH) 
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